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An Anſwer to the owt Dragons Meſlage, 


Put forth in five Poſitions by one of his Meſlengers. 
WHO 
For this purpoſe made uſe of Fdward Lawrance Priclt at 
Baſt-church, a place ſo called, in the County of Salop, who at a 
Diſpute at Milford-Hall 1 in the ſaid County, not far from 
the ſaid Steeple-houſe, ſtood up to prove the 5. Poſitions, 
and there contended for his Maſters kingdom, that none 
could not but live in ſin while they were upon the 
carth,(no notthe Saints) whom he there acculed to. 
live in {in;And other falſtties he ſtood up to prove, 
producing ſcriptures to that end, bur left all 
unproved to anies underſtanding there who 
had the leaſt true diſcerning to diſcerne 
with. 


Alſoa few Queries put forth to be anſwered by the aforeſaid 
Prieſt (it he will) or any elſe of his Brethren. 
By a Witnelle againſt the Dragons Mellage ( of mans ans alwaycs 
living in fin here) and for the Truth called Kichar a Hicks ich. 
LONDON, Printed for Thomas Simmons at tha ligne of the 
Bull and Month near Alderſgate, 1660. 


Il o the Reader . 
Bout the latter end of the eighth moneth in this year accounted 1649. as TE was paing 
through Denhigh-ſhire into Shrop-ſhire, heard of a great boaſting that was among 
the Prieſts followers, how that one Edward Laurance had overthrown the Quakers, 
at a diſpute which was at Miliord*hall in Shropſhire, in which County I bear. the 
like boaſting and in ſame other parts, and percerving that a falſe tetimony had cn 
pred abroad concerning rhe-ſaid diſpute by the Prieſts friends, that truth might not lie un-ler ja'ſe 
lzepoerts 3 / could nt omit but give a true teſtimony of it as an ee andear witneſſe, and from f/f 
I 89 laſt how it wes carried on that diy ; The aforeſaid Edward wrote five Poſitions, which hb» eve 
o one which is called a Q1aker, and promiſed to prove them at ſome of their meetings. upon «b ch 
the day was appointed; and being ſo, that a pretty diffance of time was berween the delivering of tis 
Paper, and the time be was to prove what be had wrote in :t,the noiſe of it ſpread abroad an1 je» !e 
f a great multitude were gathered together on the day appointed to hear both parties, the Priejt being 
' come, who though he knew we were no upholder of Steeple-boujes, yet he preft on us togo, telling 
| us that it was a more fit and convenient place for that work , which was contrary to his promiſe, 
) which was to do 1t at our meeting, to which promiſe we kept him , that we might not be guilty by 


; 


ſubmitting to his will of bim breaking of b's promiſe, which he ſeeing that we would not go from 

' the place appointed, our meeting being without, be pleaded that he had but a week body, and was 
ſubjeft to be troubled with the tooth-ach, and ſaying that was not a place for him, upon which we 
proferred him to ſtand within the houſe and to ſpeak through the window,anJ we to ſtand without, 
but he not being willing to engage,denyed that, ſaying, the winde wovld be ſharper in the win- 
| dows vhen elſewhere, ant (uh like excuſes, ſo went bis way from us to the Steeple bouſe and 
a great rule company with him, and many ſtazed with us waiting to ſee the event of the day, an4 
after a whil: we ſent unto him, that he would either come here oy elje he was a lyar and did not ful- 
R fil his promiſe, and with much ado he came with tws or three other Prieſis with bim and a rude 
4 multitude, and then he went to the window, though be bad denyed them before, and there began 
to prove bis Poſitions as he had them wrote down in bis book, and ever when any of us who are cal- 
led Quakers did anſwer againſt what he bad faid, the rude multitude cryed out bold thy tongue, 
ha'd thy tongue, we will not hear thee, we will nat hear thee ;, and he called to them again» whv(c 
bearts were fully given wp t0 receive what ever he ſaid, bur n' thing that the people called Quakers 
faid; are you ſatisfied in what I have ſaid, people are you ſatisfied. people, to whom they anſwered, 
we are, we are, weare; And to make ſhort and come to (pea ſomething to the matter, thus it 
contin-ed all the while, and nothing would be received nor heard but what the Prieſt ſpabe, except 
it was with a few honeſt-hearted ones, who deſire truly to bnow the truth ; And when three of the 
Poſitions were run over though not one of them proved, he with a [corn caſt out 6n them whom the 
Lord loves, ſaying, That by that time the Quakers bearts were as yotten as Habakuks bones, we 
q/ ſhall te ſhut of thrm, and ſo wen! to prayers, and with ſuch a preparation as th 4did he prav,which 
when he had done he wou!d not ſtay ſor n» mans words, though rwo Poſitions was not at all dijpu- 
teden, and his wicked mu'titude thraſting one anotber fell a fighting, but with patience were w* 
through th» love of God carried on that day t0 bear the reproach of our enemies, and to reſt ſatisfied 
m the truth, though the wicked would nat hear its teſtimony nor receive it ; And this bad not bc:n 
given forth, but finding tyes paſs ſs tively for truth ſo long after their birth. 
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By a witneſſe to Truth and againſt lies, R. H: 
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oF 11ndertook to prove that the deareſt Saints of G14 living 
»Þ, 1p0n earth have fin, and that I do thus, By proving that 
p& the Apoſtle Paul cried out of a body of fin, and that Da- 
vid was 4 man after Gods own heart, and yet a ſinner, 
and John ſaid if we ſay we have no ſin we deceive our 
ſelves, &c. as Rom. 7. 24. & 1 Joh.1.8. Eccleſ.,7.20.% 2 Sam. 11. 

Anſr, The end for which this Polition was laid down and theſe 
Scriptures brought forth for,was to prove, That no man cannor, 
but while that he lives here, he muſt live in fin 3 This being eru- 
ly weighed, and thefe Scriptures honeltly read over, 4 rational 
man may ſee they prove no ſach thing. 

When the Devil cempted Chriſt, he for his own ends made uſe 
of the Scriptures,& tis no marvel if his Miniſters do the like to la- 
bour in theScriptures, like himyto bringifthey can abour cheirwic- 
ked delignes ; & though ſuch labour in the Scriprures,by turning 
over leaf after leaf,and quoting line after line,to prove that none 
can live here, but whileſt they live here they mult live in fin, yer 
ſuch Labour not in the Word and Doftrine, nor ſpeaks the Scrip- 
tures as they were ſpake forth by the true Prophets and Apoſtles, 
but uſeth them to anſwer their ends, (to wit) to accuſe the Saints 
with, and to prove them to live in fin, yea the deareſt of them, 
ſothe Devil hath true ſervice by them,that great Dragon and old 
Serpent which deceiveth the World and accuſeth the Saints, Rev, 
12.5,10.Surely you Prieſts have brows as of brafle, and the finews 
of your necks are as Iron, and it may as truly be ſaid of you, as 
Jeremiah (aid to your forefathers, Were ye alhamed when ye had 
done abomination, (nay) ye were net at all aſhamed, neither cor[4 
ye bluſh, Fer. 6.12, 14,15. yea ye are more unexculable then thele, 
ſeeing you profelle your ſelves to beMiniſters of Chriſt,and great- 
er abomination could ſcarce be committed, then to accule the 
Saints,and affirm that none while they live here cannot bur they 
muſt live in tin, for hereby the power of God and che end for 


which Chriit was ſent is denied, yea, and more power attribured 
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to the Devil, over man while he 15 here then unto God, ſurely 
the Deval is much beholding to ſuch Miniſters as theſe who are do- 
ing his work, And I know no reaſon why any ſhould be judged 
:s tranſgrefſors who te!l you that you are of your father the Deyil 
2nd are doing his work. 
Theſe are the acculers of the Saints, & fellow-heirs of the King- 
dom of Satan in this time of the glorious breaking forth of the 
Goſpel of ourGod 8& his Son Chriſt, makes it a- great part of their 
work to accuſe the Saints of the molt high God, and to infinuate 
it into others, That none can bur live in fin here, which Dod@rine 
pleaſerh the flcſhly part in man, which according or agreeing 
with it, ſound Do&rine by ſuch will not be received, and the 
Scripture is fulfilled which ſaid , The time ſhould come that 
ſound Dofrine would not be received, and Timothy ſpeaks ex- 
vpreily by che Spirit, That in the latter times ſome ſhould depart 
from the Faith, (take notice of that J giving heed to ſeducing ſþi- 
rits and Defirines of Devils, and ic 1s a Dodtrine of che Devil to 
accuſe the Saints, as Revel, 12, and toteach people that none can 
bur live in ſin here, and that though they live in fin, yer they 
may ſerve Ged too, when Chriſt ſaid No man can ſerve two N- 
ters, And the Apoſtle ſaid Be not deceived Brethren, whoſoever a« 
hideth in Chriſt (nneth not, 1 John 3.to 7. and they who give heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits and dofrines of Devils are erred from the 
Faith,and you whoſay that none cannot, but while they live here 
chey mult live in fin, and quote Scripture to prove the Aﬀertion, 
I never found that Scripture yet that ſaid ſo, and I have been a 
ſearcher of them thirty years, and if the Scriptures be not your 
ground, and yet quoted by you for a ground, then your do&rine 
15 without a bottom, and muſt needs be ſuch as proceeds out of 
the bottomleſſe pit, which ,is io ſmoaky and black that the Ayre 
:s darkened by it. Now that the wicked do live in lin, that we do 
acknowledye, and if the Saints cannot bur live in ſin too, where 
1s the difference between them both, in what doth- it conlift 
what doth it ſtand in words and out+ſide profeſſions ? i No) fo! 
Chriſt ſaid, Except your Righteouſneſſe exceed the Righteouſucſſe of th: 
Scrites and Phariſees, ye ſhall. in no cafe eter the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mat. <. 2c. and they who live in fin do live after the fleſh, for (in 
iS a fruit of the fleſh,and as they who live after the fleſh do minde 
the things of the fl:{h, ſo they who live after the Spirit do minde 
che things of the Spirit, and the Apoſtle ſaid Walk, in the Spirit, 


J 
and you ſhall not fulfill the luſts » 4» fleſh, Gal. ©. 16. 

And again,whereas it 15 affirmed that there never was any mat 
that was withour fin here, or that can be, this is an athrmation 
that the Scripeme will nor juſtifie, for in the Scripcures are the 
names of divers recorded as cannot juſtly be charged with any 
fin, as Abel, k noch, Jobn Bapriſt, and ſeveral others, and Chritt 
the Son of Ged, who came to deſtroy the works of the devil, for to 
this end was he made manifeit, 1 Fohn 2.8, And he ſaid be ye per- 
felt, as your Heavenly Father is perfedt ; and man was not created to 
livein fin here, bur colive in the Spirit, where the fruits of the 
fleſh is not fulfilled, as Gal. 5. 14. And they who live in lin follows 
not-Chriſt for their 'Leader, bur him who leads mto lin, whois 
the prince of the Aire who ruleth in the Children of difobedt- 
ence, and therefore muſt the wrath of God be powred upon 
the Children of diſobedience, who follow not the Lamb Chriſt, 
and ſuch though they have the name of Chriſtians, yet with the 
Light Chriſt they are found tobe falſe Chriſtians , and to be of 
the niany Ancichrilts, who bares not the Image of Chriſt, and 
theſe are the acculars of the Saints, whom the Lord hath Sanftiti- 
ed, arid whom he hath ſanCtified he hath perfected , by the one 
oftering, and who are they that darelay any thing to the charge 
of Gods Ele&, bur ſuch as Edward Lavrance, in whoſe mouth the 
devil that accuſer of the Saints, is alying ſpirit, whoſe mouth is 
full of blaſphemy, and caſts his floods out of his mouch to drown 
the truth it he can, and as faſt as he caſts his floods forth, ſo ready 
are his fervants-to drive them forward, that their Maſters deligne 
might go on, 

Now tor thefe Scriptures, which is quoted by Edward Laurance 
and madeule on by others, for this end before mentioned, I ſay 
that they who knew the Scriptures, as they knew them that gave 
them forth,do not produce them to this end; and whereas it 1s 
{aid that Par! cryed our of a body of lin, and Jobn (aid, if weſay 
we haveno lin, &c. Tis true they (aid ſo, and though Par! once 
witnefled ſuch a condition, yet this proves not that Parl alwayes 
livedin (in here, but that he was now in the time of putting it otf, 
and of witnelling the fulfilling of Chriſts words, who laid Come un- 
to me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, 
which if he had not come unto Chriſt, che | ighr which mer him 
on the way, by himtobe guided , he might have been like you, 
alwayes complaining of fin whil| he lived , but he was faithfull 
tc 
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to him whocondemned ſin, ſo come to (ee it overcome, and being 
ſet freefrom fin brought forth fruit unto God , Rom. 6, 22, Pai! 
witneiled both theſe times, and before he could cruly tell others, 
how fruit was brought fortlt unto Holineſs , or witneſſed it him- 
ſelf, he was firſt in the time ofcrying out becauſe of (in, bur chou- 
ſands now complain of fin being in them, that are not yet come 
tothe condition (ir to witneſs ) which Par] was in when he cry- 
ed out 3 Fohx who alſo was a witneſs of the ſame things, he [peak- 
ing untoothers, ſaid if we ſay we have no lin we deceive ourſelves, 
&c., Bur he did not ſay, if we {ay we ſhall be redeemed from tin 
herey ſo that we ſhall not live in.fin here, we deceive our (elves, 
&c. Nohedid not ſay we cannot bur liven fin here, &c, If 
we ſay otherwiſe, we deceive our ſelves, &c, If you Prieſts could 
finde a Scripture that ſaithlo, you would nor hide it, but none 
of theſe ſay {o, and Foby who wasa witneſs of the ſame things with 
Paul ſaid,if you abide in the Light as heis in the Light, then have 
you fellowſhip one with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chrilt 
cleanſeth us from all lin, 1 Fobr 1.7. For he was onewhoknew 
the true time of confeſlion of fin, and the time of deliverance 
from it , ſo was a fit Miniſter co declare unto others of ſuch 
conditions. 

And whereas the Scripturesſay, there is not a juſt man upon 
the Earth that doth good and finneth not , and there is none that 
doeth good no not one , &c. Thisalſois true in its place and timegfor 
the beſt of mans performances, which is nor the true Spirits work, 
1s but as filthy clothing, which though they who live after che 
fleſh call the work good , and them that do it holy, yer with the 
Lord they are not numbredſo, nor with his Saints z and the 
Apoſtleſaid we know weare of God, all the World lies in wick- 
edneſs, but he did not ſay that all that are in this place, called 
the World, lies in wickedneſs, and Fohu ſaw juſt men who lived 
not in fin. who were cleanſed from fin by the Blood of Jeſus, 
and Paulſaw juſt men, who brought forth fruit unto holineſs, and 
David (aid markthe perfett man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace; and there were many juſt men che Scripture 
makes mention of, ſome of which are before mentroned, which did 
good and cannot be charged with fin, and in the ſame Chapter 
wherein its ſaid, there is 16 4 juſt man upon the Earth, doth the (ame 
man that ſpake thoſe words declare of a pure eltate, ſceing 1 finde 
more bitter then death, the woman whoſe hearc is (ſnares and 
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nets, and her hands as bands, who ſo pleaſeth God ſhall eſcape 
from her, and where he exhorts from abounding in wickedneſs 
andan overmuch righteouſneſs , yet he ſaith , he that fearech 
God ſhall come forth of them all ; Now take notice, that as there 
isan overmuch wickedneſs, ſo there 1s an overmuch righteouſ- 
neſs, now that righteouſneſs which ſtands not in the Power of 
God, is a righteouſneſs which is over much, which as the fear of 
God iswitneſled,it is come out off, and in an overmuch righte=- 
ouſneſs ſome were in the Prophets dayes, with which the Lord was 
wearied, as T/z. 1.11. 13, 14. audſo on, and the Scribes and Pha» 
riſees who had the Law in their Synogogues every Sabbath day, 
and thought in the Scriptures to have Eternall life , they were 
in 2 righteouſneſs which was heapt above the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and they were counted juſt and holy men in their time, 
by ſuch who were in the ſame worſhip , and their worſhip they 
counted holy, yet by the Spirit of the Lord it was counted an 
abomination, and the prayers of the wicked # abomination, and by 
this generation the true Prophets and Apoſtles were perſecuted 
to death (as deceivers) and themſelves went under the Names of 
holy, juſt and righteous men, ſo accounted of their brechren who 
conſented with them , but amongſt ſuch juſt men as theſe there 
15 none that doeth good and finneth not; and whereas the Preach» 
erlaid, thereis nor a juſt man that doech good and linneth not, 
he did not ſpeak this of ſuch who was in the Power of God, who 
ſtood in his Councell, and aboad in his will; but to Idiots and 
Novices, whobe out of the Power of God, the Spirits ſayings 
be a myſtery. 

And you who ſay David was a man after Guds own heart, and 
yet he wasa {inner, how is your wiſdom become foolilhneſs and 
night come upon you for a viſion, well may it be ſaid of you, as 
I{aiabſaid of thole Teachers in his time, that they were alli blinde, 
Iſa. 5c.10, Surely if you had known the Scriptures , you had 
been more wiſe then to aſlerted ſuch a thing as this, for where 
the Scripture makes mention. of Davids linning , it gives noſuch 
teſtimony that David was a man after Gods own heart,as he was a 
linner, but there is proof enough to fhew char he was a man after 
Gods own heart, as he walked uprightly before the Lord; it's 
time for you tothrow alide your Retorick, Logick and Heatheniſh 
Phyloſophie, ir do's you no good, nor gives you no Light in the 
knowledge of the things of God , nor tis nor like : for 6 
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ſure of wiſdom is not there to be found, (that's in Chriſt) as Paz! 
witneſſed, Col. 2, 3, 4+ 8, 9, 10, 11. 


The ſecond Poſition. 


Pr. That the Holy Scriptures is the Word of God, provfe in Exodus 20, 
1. Ephe.6. x7. Col. 2. 16. &Cc. 

Anſ. Now if theſe Scriptures proves the Scriptures tobe the 
word of God; the firſt here quoted declares of the ten Commang- 
ments, but {peaks not one word that the Scripture 1s the Word 
of God, and ac that time the moſt of che Scriptures were not writ- 
ten : Theſecond here quoted, ſaith the Helmet of Salvatizn , the 
Sword of the Spirit is the Word of God, but doth not ſay the Scrip- 
tures is the wordof God, and they whoknow any thing of God 
or have. bur one graine of true diſcerning, knows that the Scrip- 
tures is not the Sword of the Spirit, and the laſt here quoted 
ſhewes that the Apoſtle exhorted che Colloſſians tolet the Word 
of Chriſt dwell in them rightly : he did not fay let the Scriptures, 
and call that the Word of God, dwell in you , that is your dark 
conſequence, Imaginations and conceivings from the Scripture in 
calling them ſo, and irs in vain for you tocaſt ſuch dark ,foggs 
and miſt before the children of Light, for they will not walk in 
them having the Light, we walk in the Light and exhorts others 
unto the ſame. 

Now concerning the Word, thats Chriſts Name, Rev. 19. 12. 15. 
whence had you your Authority to rob Chriſt of his Name , and 
giveit to the Scriptures , but what will ye not do, when you will 
give his Name to the devils words, as thou Edward Laurance did 
when chou went about to prove his words the Word of God; 
and for the Scriptures we own them in their places, and exhore 
People to read them, and to give that honour to them which is 
due (to wit) to come unto it which they point at, which is the a- 
nointing, the Light, the Grace of God, which is Chriſt the Word 
nigh, to whom all come to Learn that are ſaved and that believe 
in the Lighr, and chis the Scripture direfts to,as Foh.5. 39, 45. and 
2 Pet, 1. 19. and 1 Fohn 2. 20. 27. Titus 2. 11,12. &c. And herein 
is true honour given to the Scriptures : but you dishonour then! 
and him ye point unto, who lurry them np and down like a pzd- 
lers pack , from Market to market , where you put them to ale, 
to as great extortion as you can, though you have no example 
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in them for ſo doing , but this is not all, for you to make 
your ware -- paſſe off which you have mixed with the 
Scriptures , brings in the Scriptures to prove your ware 
good though it be as black and ſmoakieashell, and then ſay 
you the word of God confirms it, when theres no ſuch thing; 
and let any queſtion you whats the word you (peak of , the 
Scriptures ſay you, when the word Scripture ( being inter- 

reted )doth not fignifie as much as to ſay the Word of God, 
21 as much as toſay a writting, and thus you wreſt the word 
Scripture, calling it by another name then ic ſignifies being 
interpreted, andread the writings of the Prophets and A 
poltles, and you ſhall finde them declare that che Word 
wasin the beginning, was made fleſh, and that all things 
was madeby it, this is not the Scriptures,they (ay the Word 
endures for ever ,- this is not the Scriptures, and that the 
word isa» a fire & hammer, & this is not the Scriptures,znd 
the Word is quick and powerfull ſharper then any wo edged 
Sword, and is a diſcerner of thoughts and intents of the 
heart,and this is not the Scriptures, this is the Corner Stone 
which, you falſe builders reje&, and will not build with, who 
build cthereon'do deny your teachings, and {moakie foggy 
doarines, which hath grimed the hearts of ſome with duc 
and mire," that ſticks ſo faſt it will not ealily be got tt, 

+ Yet further for the (atisfa&ion' of ſuch who truly delire to 
be ſatisfied concerning the Word of God, the Word of the Lord 
endures for ever, it came unto Abraham ſaying , Gen. 25. 1: -. 
And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the Son of Amittai, ſay- 
ing, ariſe goto Nineveh &c. Jonah, 1, 1. 2. and in the eighth 
Month in the ſecond year of Dins, came the Iord & the Lord unto 
Zechariah the 7 of Barachiah, the ſon of Iddo the Prophet, ſaying, 
&c. as Zechariah. 1,1, And many more Scriptures there be 
which declares ofthe Word of the Lord coming to fuch and 
ſuch aProphet, ſaying. &c. So take notice that the Word 
of the Lord ſpaketo the Holy men of Old, who gave out the 
Scriptures, and that was the Word that ſpake the words, 
which were received and written after the Word had ſpoke 
them, ſo the Scripture is fulfilled which Peter {pake, who 
ſaid, Holy men of God ſpake as they were moved of the Holy 
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<Ghoſt,2 Peter, 1. 19,2C, 21. And where have you been learn- 
ing Oh you blinde guides who put no difference between, the 
Word and the words, which ſhewes to others what the 
word (peak toor by ſuch and ſuch a man, and what faigh the 
Words which were written from the VVord, even that the 
wordis nigh, as Det. 30. 4t. Oc, And Chriſt ſaid my 
ſheep knew my voice; (o it is plain you are none of Chriſts 
ſheep, much lefſe his (ſhepherds who yet knows not the liv- 
ing Word,. it by which the Lord ſpake to the Holy Prophees 
and Apoſtles, % if the blinde lead che blinde they ſhall both 
fall into the ditchzſo you Prieſts you muſt tolchool againe to 
learn whatthe Word is, and if you will do honeſt|y,turn the 
People from your immaginations and conceivings Which 
you have fed themuwith tothe light of Chyilt in thews to be 
caught, and if you will not beſo honeſt, yer once-mworeatrer 
ſo often exhortation of the Lords People, to your fleck and 
people do I declareand teſtihe untothern, that tothe Light 
of Chriſtin chem they muſt hearken and beobegdient, elſe 
10 entrance into the Kingdom of-Keaven , and there the 
Word of God is to be heard and known, and true VV ifdom 
tobe found : And his third Pofition. is as followegh.. + 
Pr. That I my ſelfe am a true Minijtex of Feſws Chrit, Prodfe, 
Firſt by my call. Secondly by my Qualifications 3, my call T prove 
ty the laying on of hayds of the Presbyterie,r T'mm. 4 14, Titus, 1.5 
my Qualifications , by betug fitted and qualified for thas work, 
Anſ. For this mans. qualifications, they fyrely are very 

bad, who accuſethche Saints, aud hath denyedebeend for 
which Chriſt was ſent, and doth the work of the devil as be- 
fore is proved; and who called thee, grany of your Prieſts 
to this work, but the prince of theayre whichruling in your 
hearts, and leads you to do wickedly , and for theſe Scrip- 
tures, they make nothing for any of you , but againſt you; 
and for the laying on of hands ( there were women that had 
that ) asis plain from the Scriptures, as As, $. 12. 17, Will 
you grant they were made Miniſters by: , if nor there is 
morereaſ{on for it then for yours, for:by- it they xeceived 
the Holy Ghoſt, but I know none of you that have recei- 
ved theHoly Ghoſt by the hands that have been laid on you, 
and 
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and Edward Lazrancethon Set HF at the Diſpute thou 
wert proved a falſe Presbyter, and then that laid their 
hands on thee, as when thou waft asked whether che 
Presbyters that laid their hands on thee took Tithes or no, 
to which thou anſwered(t they did, bur could not prove the 
like of that Presbyrter in the Apoſtles dayes;and to any who 
juſtly conſider the matrer, it will plainly appear, Thats no 
jaſt ground co own you for Miniſters of Ch ki'y becauſe you 
have had the hands cf a cotypany of proud and covetous 
men laid on you, nor roown their ation in fo doing, no 
more thenPhayaohs Inchanrers work was to be owned orcom- 
pared with what Moſes theſervant of the Lord didzand 1 ap- 
peal co Truth and Scripture in this matter, and leave any 
rational man to {earch the Scriptures in this point, and ſee 
what things was done by the laying on of hands then, and 
then con{ider what (yours doth, and it will plainly appear 
= is but a mock to1t, not worthy in the leaſt to be num- 
ered with it. 

And they who were really and truly Miniſters of Chriſt 
were called of God, fitted & qualified by his ſpiric, and they 
followed Chriſt for their example, and their fruit made it 
manifeſt they were his Miniſters; Theſe had not fo learn- 
ed Chriſt,to cell people they could nor bur live in fin here, 
and to take their Corn, Hay, Flax, Hemp, Wool, Lambs, 
Foals, Calves, yea Cows and Oxen from the people. Chriſt 
told of Deceivers & many falſe prophets that (hould riſe and 
deceive many, as Mat. 24. 11. and in the Teventh chapter he 
bids beware of them, ſaymyg, by their fruits ye ſhall know them, 
as verſe 4 2, 14, And Edward Lawrance, what frait brought 
thog forth when thou rook Richard Wards yoak of Oxen 
from him for Tithes, doth this prove thee a Miniſter of 
Chriſt or a wolf?If all che ſcriptures were ſearched through, 
the like example could net be found from any one Minilter 
of Chrift, but thou haſt many brethiren, and your making 
ule of che Saints words in your Pulpits and Aſſemblies can- 
not hide you, nay any Who have {criptures to read, and 
will read them honeſtly over, may [ee you are another fort 
of Miniſters then the Miniſters of Chriſt were, and if ahorher 
B 2 ſort 
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ſort that makes ule of the £292 of Chriſt in your preaching 
and praying, Then it muſt- needs be.the Migiſters of Anti- 
chriſt, and ſuch is the qualifications of the Miniſters of Anti- 
chriſt, to take the goods of people, of them by force who 
owe you nothing, and to bring them before Rulers and Go- 
vernours if they deny, and caſt.them into priſon belides, 
tis time to leave telling of your qualifications till ye be bet= 
ter, and till you be turned our of Sm Magus his way and 
road, who would have bought the holy Ghoſt with money ; 
you mayleave off telling of your caltoo. And I pray youprieſts 
who led him to offer money to purchaſe that power that was 
among the Apoſtles but his great mafter the Devil, and ſure- 
ly the Lord doth not. lead his Miniſters to follow, Simon the 
Sorcerer. the Devils ſervant; ſo ceaſe from. youg call and 
qualifications, they both being bad, and return to the Lighe 
of Chrilt which: you have ſo much deſpiſed, and learn at 
that, and be not proud, to ſtoop ſo low that you be not 
alwayes Ideots and Novices, 

Now concerning his fourth and fifth Poſition, I know no- 
thing at all that he ſaid to either of them, except what is 
ſaid at the latrer end of what is ſajd tothe Reader, yer that 
they may not go without an an{wer, his ewo laſt Pofitions is 
as tolloweth. 

Pr. That the people called Quakers are no true. Church of Feſu 
Chriſt. That the Quaking amingſt them i a Deluſion of the Devil, 

Anſw. Though theſe two Politions remain without a- 
ny proof- at all rtouphold them, yet being I have found 
that they remain in the minds of lome as if chey were true; 
Take this anſwer, to the firſt of theſe, I anſwer, That for 
the people called Quakers, they are a People evil ſpoken of, 
in every Pariſh and Country I have been in fince I firſt 
cither heard of them or knew themgthis I ſpeak as from what 
I know,and that yot onely of one, ewo or three ſorts of Re- 
ligiqns, but of all chag I met with have I heard this evil ſpoke 
of,and I find in Scripture that the way that the true Church 
was of was evil ſpoken of every where, and I find that the 
Corinthians which was a true Church received Paul with fear 
aud Trewbling, 2 Cor 9, 15- and he ſpake to the Piy/ogpiom 
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which was of the true Charch to work ont their ſalvation 
with fear and Trembling, and I know them to be a People 
that walks much in the fear of God, and who walks there 
have a place in God where the true Church is, as 1 Theſſ.1.1. 
and 2 Th:ſſaloniansr. and where this man can find proofs 
ro prove {uch as thefe no trueChurch ] know not, withouc 
he fly co lies and falſe reports for his refuge and proofs; bur 
wo muſt come upon them that make lies their refuge, for 
with Truth he can never doit. 

And to the laſt Poſition I Anſwer, That the Quaking 
that is witneſſed amongſt theſe deſpiſed People, is no de- 
luſion of the Devil, but the mighty power of God, which 
caſts down deluſions and overturns them, and I queſtion 
not but the ſame power was deſpiſed in the Prophets aud 
Apoſtles dayes, by the ſame generation who then were 
ſtrangers to the power that wrought in the erue Prophets 
and Apoſtles, ſo they were perſecnted as Deceivers, and 
put to death under the name of Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, 
and Deceivers, and Pay! bid work out your Salvation with 
fear and trembling, as before is ſaid, and tRe true Church 
witneſſed Trembling, as before is mg And the Lord 
ſaid to them; that were got above the fear of God, whoſe 
hearts were hardened, &c. Fear ye not me ſaith the Lord, 
will ye not Tremble at my preſence? Feremiah 5, 22. Iſaak, 
Trembled, Gen. 27. 32, Habakyks belly Trembled, &c. Hab. 
23.16, But concerning this did Edward Lawrance makea jeſt, 
which ſhewed he was a ſtranger to the work of the power of 
God in him,and ſo where it 15 witneſſed he calls it a Delufion 
of the Devil, This is one of. them whoputs good for evil, 
and calls evil good, bur when your reward comes upon-you 
it ſhall come as an armed man that you cannot eſcape it : fo 
Repent berime leaſt there be no place left. 
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QUERIES 


As followeth, 


I. ; he who ſay men cannot but live in fin here , 

do not you exhort people from fin ? (and if 
jo) then how doth that agree to exhort them from ſin,and 
alſo tell them they cannot but live in it here, i not this 
confuſcon and Babyloniſh work ? 

IT. Is there not 4 time to confeſſe and « time to forſake 
fin and come out of it, and is not man to come out of ſin 
here (what preach you Prieſts of this, ſay you T oy nay) 
if 1, then whether are the Saints they that come out, or 
they that ſtay in fin, If thoſe be they that come out, then 
what are they in that which they are come out of? what Lo- 
gick have you te. make theſt agree. 

III. Ard you who ſay the Scripture is the Word vf God, 
doth not the Scriptures give this teſtimony,that the word 
of -the Lord endures for ever, -as 1 Pet. 1. 23. 25. 
And doth not the word Scripture finenifie 4s much as to 
ſay a writing, and do you not know that words written or 
printed with ink, on paper cannot endure for ever? how 
then by Scripture can you prove thoſe words which are 
written or printed with ink ox paper, to be this word the 
Scriptures teſtifies of? 

IV. And js there not plain Scriptures, which ſaith, 
the 
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the Word was in the beginning, and was made fleſh» 
and by it the Heavens were m—_ as John 1. 1, 2,3" 
10. 14. Pfal. 33.6. Heb. 11. 3. But where doth the 
Seriptures give this teſtimony of themſelves? Are you ſuch 
fools and Idiots, to put n10 difference between the I ord 
and -werds ( the declarer and the declared ) what ſee you 
10 difference between it, and what it ſaid, you muſt to 
ſchool to the Light to be taught , before you can be true 
witneſſes of the Word £ 
V. 1n Ephel. 6. 17. a ſcripture which is uſed by you 
Prie3ts to prove the ſcriptures the Word of God( it 3s ſaid 
that the Sword of the Spirit is the Word of God, 
hath the Devil this Sword | the Sword of the Spirit] 
or did be ever uſe it to overcome any with, oy is the Serip- 
tures this Sword? if the Scriptures nezther be this 
Sword, wor he never had it nor uſed it, you know he had 
the Scriptures and made wſe of them to tempt Chrilt,that 
if it had been poſſible be might overcome him, Matthew 
6 


4. 6. 

VI. And if it be ſo that he had the Scriptures but rot 
the Sword of the Spirit, then you Prieſts i what are 
you above him who | 2s the Scriptures to make nſe of as 
Weapons to evercome your Enemies with, byt wants the 
Sword of the Spirit (which if you ſay nay) then prove 
the Scriptures z#, ſecing you put them for it, which if 
you cannot, your fruit will not prove you have it for you, 
let your fruit be laid before you and tryal be made. 

VII. Again you Prieſts, ſeeing you tell people you are 
Miniſters of Chriſt, whether have not they Chriſt for 
their Example who are his Miniſters (if they have)how 
prove you your Example from Chrilt of taking peoples 
Lambs, Piggs, Geeſe, Calves, Foals, Corn, Hay, 
Wool, Hemp, -Flax, and other goods from them for 
preach- 
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preaching, yea, and if they will not give it you, to take 
it by force, ſurely the Sword of the Spirit deſtroys and 
cuts down this fruits, and did wot Chriſt ſay , By the 
falſe Prophets aud Deceivers and Anti-chriſt preach- 
ers which was to come, that by their fruits men ſhould 
know them, Mat. 7. 15, 16, 17. Now it lies on you to 
prove this the fruit of Chriſt, or elſe you muſt no more 
ow your ſelves to be his Miniſters, but Miniſters of 
Antichriſt, #ell the people ſo and you will tell them 
truth. 

VHI. And ſeeing you prate P., much of your call 
to the Miniſtry, tell who ſent and Commiſſuonated you to 
Preach, whether were you called immediate of God or 
of Man? if of man, whence then had they power to make 
gou Miniſters, and after what manner did they make 'or 
ordain you tobe Miniſters, if by the laying on of their 
hagds, have you reccived the Holy Gholt by' it (if wot) 
nor they had not their Authority from God to do ſo, but 
would imitate to do as like as they could, to what they had 
read that others did? then whether I ſay are you Preſbi- 
ters followers of the Pope or of Pharaohs Inchanters, 
or whether are you not like them both, they both being out 
of the Power of God, yea, and to Simon Magus thz 
Sorcerer, who would have bought the Holy Gholt with 
Money, which with Money cannot be bought. 


R H. 


THE END. 


